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BROADWAY, PUBLISHED JANUARY 11 “No two sips of
kopi luwak are alike,” says J.C. Ho, owner of Funnel Mill
on Broadway. “As the temperature drops, the flavor
changes dramatically from a very bold, chocolatey,
smoky, chicory flavor to fruity and sweet. There is noth-
ing like it.”

He is leaning forward in his seat, clenching his fist as
he says it, staring off into the distance as if he’s tasting it
in his head.

This coffee is so rare and so special that you have to
make an appointment for Ho to brew it. It costs $90 a
cup. Each week, he said, he gets dozens of calls about it
and sells about four cups.

It’s probably also important to mention that it’s
made from Indonesian animal poop. Civet (or luwak)
poop to be exact.

The animals that make Funnel Mill’s kopi luwak live
on the south Indonesian island of Sumatra (the locals
call them luwaks, Ho said). They look like a mix
between a cat and a squirrel. They eat the coffee berries,
which ferment in their enzymes and stomach acids, and
then deliver their gift to the world. It’s collected and
shipped to coffee fanatics for extremely high prices.

Coffee is a $30 billion industry in the U.S. according
to a recent article in Forbes. About 83 percent of U.S.
adults drink coffee. Kopi luwak is one of the most

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN, PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 3 It’s Friday
afternoon and there’s a man screaming on the corner of
Arizona Avenue and the Third Street Promenade.

Most passersby would assume he’s just someone
having a panic attack but not Promenade Venue
Manager Stephen Bradford.

“He’s a performer in an area that doesn’t require a

T
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ON THE BEAT: Promenade Venue Manager Stephen Bradford is in charge of artists who populate Downtown. 
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permit,” he says.
Bradford knows him by name, Francis,

and that he is a veteran.
Bradford knows the names of nearly

every performer on the promenade and they
all know him. He stops to pet a passing
puppy and asks its owner if she’s performing
today. He helps Alonzo, an older gentleman
who plays the melodica, get his speaker up
on the curb. He reminds a group of break-
dancers to watch the volume on their ampli-
fiers. They smile and nod.

An argument could be made that
Bradford, who has worked for Downtown
Santa Monica Inc. for the last 10 years, has
the most interesting city job. He’s the one
who keeps the performers within the
boundaries of City Hall’s street performance
ordinance. And — thanks to that wonderful
First Amendment to the Constitution — the
boundaries are pretty loose.

“The key is that there’s no audition: You
don’t need talent,” Bradford says, waving to a
family that is powering an amplifier with a
car battery. “All you have to have is a little bit
of guts to come out and start doing it. For
me, that’s the highlight.”

The promenade is the only venue for
some of these people, he says.

“It’s not like you would go to a jazz cafe to lis-
ten to some of the types of people because they’re
rolling around on the ground,”he said.“The only
venue that they would have is the street.”

The lack of auditions, said Downtown
Santa Monica Inc. President and CEO
Kathleen Rawson, means that there’s a vari-
ety of talent: “Some great, and some, well,
not so great.”

But the buskers make Downtown gen-
uine, she said.

“One of the treasures of our downtown is
that it is real — it is not a manufactured
environment,” Rawson said. “We simply help
manage the environment to keep it safe —
not too close together, not too loud, not too
long, and so forth.”

The most common violation on the
promenade is that the musicians don’t rotate
on the even hours like they’re supposed to.
The most dangerous violations are rare, but
much more impressive.

Bradford said he’s had to stop people
from using flames half a dozen times.
Occasionally someone pulls out a sword.
One guy would have the audience lock him
in a bag and try to escape.

“He would turn absolutely purple in the
middle of his act,” he said. “After the police

being called three or four times and the
ambulance, I think we decided he probably
shouldn’t be doing it.”

The problem, he said, is that sometimes
the application is too vague.

“They write ‘juggling’ but what they really
mean is standing on a two-by-four that’s sus-
pended between two ladders juggling flaming
sticks,”he said.“It is juggling but, you know … .”

Some performers are immensely talented,
Bradford said. He owns all of the albums by
the Etcheverry brothers, Ezequiel and
Martin, who shred acoustic guitars in a mix
of flamenco and rock styles on the street
twice a week. He calls the brothers “an
American success story” because they came
from Argentina, where they aren’t allowed to
perform on the street, to California, where
they support themselves with their music.

Bradford knows the most popular spot (in
front of the food court), the most popular act
(breakdancing), and the most notable person
who was discovered on the promenade
(Q’orianka Kilcher, who played Pocahontas
in Terrence Malick’s “The New World”).

He also knows the economic value of the
performers.

“I can walk from end to end in seven
minutes or I can wait and watch Angela
there for three or four minutes,” he said ges-
turing at a bellydancer. “Let’s say it’s a fami-
ly: The dad might get bored and go into
Sketchers. Or the kids might get hungry.
You’ve got a rushing river and they sort of
slow it down.”

That extra time turns into dollars, he said.
Bradford did freelance television and film

work for 25 years before taking the prome-
nade job so he’s well-equipped to handle the
shoots that occur nearly every week.

Bradford lauds the fact that for only $37 a
year, performers can do close to whatever
they want — from performing in public for
the first time, to making a living selling CDs
(without buying a business license), to trying
something weird, or working on their chops.

The sun is setting on the Apple Store and
the Forever 21. It’s unseasonably warm, even
for Santa Monica. Alonzo (who declined to
give his last name but said, “Steve gets my
vote!”) is keying out “America the Beautiful”
on the melodica. It swirls into a wonderful,
cliché American wierdness.

“Any job that you’ve been at for 10 years
you’re going to have times where it’s just an
incredible grind, where you’d rather be any-
where else,” Bradford says laughing. “But
you know it came at a great time for me.
And it beats the heck out of sitting in an
office, absolutely, for sure.”

dave@smdp.com
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expensive coffees in the world, and it’s hard to find.
Only kopi luwak from Sumatra is legitimate kopi luwak,

Ho said, and Funnel Mill is the only cafe in the country serv-
ing authentic kopi luwak, he said.

The Daily Press was not able to confirm that claim.
It is certainly rare. There’s a coffee shop in San Gabriel

that sells it for $20 a cup. Ho claims that, because of its
scarcity, real kopi luwak can’t be sold for such a low price. (A
recent article in the Journal of Agricultural and Food
Chemistry tackles the issue of authenticating kopi luwak.)

Traci Dutton, of the Culinary Institute of America,
explained that kopi luwak, like any luxury item, could be
hard to certify.

“I think because it’s such a unique process, it’s hard to
regulate,” she said. “It’s animal pooh, so it may be being
counterfeited.”

Funnel Mill, which opened in 2005, is much more than
just kopi luwak. It serves a collection of some of the rarest
teas and coffees in world. Ho and his wife, Teresa Chiang-
Ho, are like the Willy Wonkas of coffee and tea. But the prod-
uct they’re most known for, their Everlasting Gobstopper, is
the kopi luwak.

One Yelp reviewer describes it as “classical music in a
cup.”

Ken Kokin, who was sitting near a poster of a luwak read-
ing a newspaper while sitting on a coffee cup toilet, has tried
kopi luwak a couple times.

“I like it,” he said, laughing. “I thought it was weird. I
mean the poster with the animal on it is a little strange.”

Ho survives off of his regulars. Those who purchase the
kopi luwak are chief among them. It’s the most mentioned
item on Funnel Mill’s Yelp page.

At $90 a cup, it’s the most expensive cup of coffee that
Dutton has ever heard of. But is it the best coffee in the
world?

“Sometimes things taste better when they’re rare and
expensive,” she said. “When you’re tasting something that’s a
once in a lifetime experience, your senses might open up a
little bit more.”

Dutton has never tried kopi luwak but, she said, there are
sound reasons why it might actually taste better than mass
produced coffee. The luwaks have likely evolved to select the
best fruit, she said.

“They are the experts of flavor of coffee beans in that
form,” Dutton said. “They’re good little coffee machines.”

Getting his hand on his most well-known product is not
easy, Ho said. He’s paid up to $980 for a pound.

“Everybody in the world wants it,” he said. “The biggest
purchaser is still Europe. I’m a small guy. My pockets are not
quite as deep as these big players. When they buy, they buy
the whole thing up.”

Ho often reaches out to other buyers when the distribu-
tor’s supply runs out. He’ll e-mail an Italian coffee shop, ask-
ing if he can buy a pound from them.

There’s another reason why his kopi luwak overhead is so
expensive (and this is not a bad joke about eco-friendly
Santa Monica): Ho only buys turds from free-range luwaks.

Animal rights advocates, including PETA, protest kopi
luwak sellers. They’ve documented caged civets, forced to do
nothing but eat and poop all day long.

Ho says he’s spent hours trying to explain to animal rights
groups that the luwak from which he derives his coffee roam

free, eating and pooping as they please. He puts a collection
jar out in front of the cash register for donations to charities
that fight animal cruelty.

PUTTING THE POT ON 
In 2001, Ho was working as an I.T. quality controller and

his wife was a design director. They knew very little about
coffees and teas but they divvied up the tasks and began to
learn. Ho took coffee and Chiang-Ho took teas.

They maxed out their credit cards traveling the world
looking for the best. They toured farms and took classes.
They spoke to locals in nameless tea shops in Taiwan and
India.

Nearly five years later, they opened their doors, selling
rare brews like Jamaican Blue Mountain #2 and Taiwan
Winter Jasmine.

They buy directly from distributors, Ho said, because
they’ve seen the labor that goes into the farming.

“Most farmers don’t use machines,” he said. “They pick
with their hands on the steep slope on the side of a moun-
tain. Tea farmers are poor.”

They don’t advertise, he said, and they’ve made a name
for themselves by educating open-minded customers.

“I feel very comfortable here,” said Kokin, who doesn’t
otherwise drink a lot of coffee. “It’s not like when you go to
some place where they don’t really know you. One of the
things that makes it special is the owners.”

If a customer is willing to listen, Ho said, he will talk end-
lessly about a coffee.

“We aren’t afraid to slow down a little bit,” he said. “We
spend time and challenge the customer with both coffee

and tea.”
Some customers have found the cafe too challenging.

While it’s generally very well-reviewed, there are those
that complain about the “no cell phone” policy. Others
complain about the fact that for seasonal drinks Ho
refuses to provide cream or sugar, which he says ruins
the flavor.

“Remember the ‘Soup Nazi’? Well, here’s the coffee ver-
sion,” reads one Yelp review.

It doesn’t phase Ho.
“Call me a Nazi. Call me a jerk. Call me whatever you

want,” Ho said.“But when it comes down to it I’m saving you
money. Why would you want to spend that much money on
a cup of coffee and then ruin it?”

His open-minded customers appreciate his sensitivity, he
said. Some customers complained that they couldn’t detect
the nuttiness that was supposed to be present in a few of
their teas. Ho realized it was because they were using alu-
minum to brew the teas instead of ceramic and he immedi-
ately switched over.

He has a German dish washing system that heats out all
the residual flavors. He just returned his water filtration
system. If water has too many minerals, coffee tastes dry.
Too few minerals and it tastes acidic. Santa Monica water,
he said, is better than anywhere else but is still not good
enough.

“This is how we get repeat customers,” he said of his
attention to detail. “It feels really good that the customer is
as excited as you about this business.”

dave@smdp.com
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FROM PAGE 1

File photo 
STRANGE BREW: Funnel Mill serves a $90 cup of coffee that may be among the rarest coffee varieties in the world. 
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Editor’s note: Kevin McKeown and Sue Himmelrich were
elected as the top two vote-getters. Jennifer Kennedy was
not elected.

CITY HALL, PUBLISHED OCTOBER 30  For years
Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights (SMRR) has
controlled a majority of the city’s elected seats.
Candidates endorsed by SMRR have, in recent
years, almost always gone on to win election.

But 2014 has offered an array of new chal-
lenges to the city’s largest political party, which
was founded in 1979.

In February, three of the six SMRR-backed
council candidates bucked the party’s recommen-
dation to vote down the controversial Hines
development project.

A referendum ensued, with SMRR’s backing,
and the project’s approval was overturned.

Leading up to its candidate endorsement con-
vention, SMRR received stacks of new member-
ship applications from people who, according to
party leaders, didn’t necessarily share the organi-
zation’s ideals. There was a sense that new mem-
bers were jumping on board to influence the
endorsement process of the biggest party in town.

Board of Education member Oscar de la Torre
told the Daily Press that he’d formed a voting bloc
called the Pico Delegation that was calling for,
among other things, promises from candidates that
they would fire City Manager Rod Gould, with
whom de la Torre has an on-going beef. SMRR
leaders denounced this practice and urged candi-
dates not to comply. Gould announced his retire-
ment days before the endorsement convention.

Other groups, like Unite Here Local 11, a hos-
pitality workers union, told their members to sup-
port incumbent Kevin McKeown and former
Planning Commissioner Frank Gruber during the
endorsement convention.

McKeown and Gruber were the top two vote-get-
ters at the convention but not one candidate pulled
in at least 55 percent of the membership vote – the
total necessary to receive an endorsement.

Planning commissioners Richard McKinnon,
Sue Himmelrich, and Jennifer Kennedy placed
third, fourth, and fifth respectively.

All the council candidates went home empty-
handed.

Mayor Pam O’Connor, who was backed by
SMRR in her previous campaign but voted in
favor of the Hines project, did not make it past the
first round of voting.

The question was then posed to SMRR’s
Steering Committee – an 11-person board elected
annually by the membership. The Steering
Committee cannot “endorse” candidates but they
can “support” them through independent expen-
ditures on mailers and advertising.

This year at least four of the Steering Committee
members are tied, in one way or another, to cam-
paigns. Co-Chair Richard Tahvildaran-Jesswein is
running for Board of Education. Maria Loya is run-
ning for Santa Monica College Board of Trustees.
Genise Schnitman is married to McKeown. SMRR
co-founder and former Santa Monica Mayor
Denny Zane is working as Sue Himmelrich’s cam-
paign manager.

A week after the convention the seven remain-
ing members of the Steering Committee voted to
support McKeown (the top vote-getter) and
Kennedy (the bottom vote-getter in the second
round of voting).

Kennedy has worked, in the past, as SMRR’s
paid coordinator and has worked as an active vol-
unteer

At the time of the Steering Committee vote,
Roger Thornton, an active member of the com-
mittee, was serving as Kennedy’s paid treasurer.
He voted in her favor.

In September, the Steering Committee recon-

vened. Six of the seven voting members of the
committee agreed to add Himmelrich to the slate.
Thornton had been Himmelrich’s treasurer until
early September. He resigned and was replaced by
David Gould. Thornton did not recuse himself
from the vote to support Himmelrich.

Steering Committee member Judy Abdo, who
is supporting Gruber and O’Connor, declined to
comment for this story noting that things are too
volatile.

Steering Committee members Bruria Finkel
and Linda Sullivan were initially on the fence
about who to support, Himmelrich said. Calls to
Finkel and Sullivan were not returned by press
time.

Denny Zane had publicly announced his
recusal from the committee but did lobby its
members on Himmelrich’s behalf.

A recusal, by Zane’s definition, did not exclude
him from speaking with fellow Steering
Committee members.

“I’m Sue’s advocate at this point,” he said. “I’m
not participating as a Steering Committee mem-
ber. I don’t get to vote. I’m talking to all voters
about Sue.”

Some candidates were angered that this was
allowed.

“He, as a Steering Committee member, had to
recuse himself from voting – where has anyone
ever heard that it’s okay that a member of any
board who has to recuse himself is then allowed to
go back and lobby the board?” Gruber, the num-
ber two convention vote-getter, said in an e-mail.
“That’s a conflict that anyone should recognize.”

Himmelrich said this claim misses the point
because she is the one who convinced the two
ambivalent members.

“I had to tell Denny to back off because there
were two votes that I was shy — Bruria and Linda
Sullivan — and he pissed them both off so much
that I told them not to talk to either one,” she said.

“These are strong women who made up their
own mind,” she said. “I met with Bruria several
times so she could get to know me better. She felt
she didn’t know me. I think Linda felt the same
way.”

Candidate and former Mayor Michael
Feinstein, who had SMRR’s backing during his
winning campaigns more than a decade ago but
not during the campaign he lost, said not every-
one had the same access.

“After the SMRR convention, I called a SMRR
Steering Committee member who I’ve known
well for years and who I consider to be a friend, to
offer my thoughts,” Feinstein said. “Before I could
finish my first sentence of hello, I was told that it
was inappropriate for any candidate to be talking
to any Steering Committee member about this,
and that I should hang up at that moment, which
I respectfully did. Given what I’ve heard about
subsequent lobbying, this gives the impression of
different rules for different people, depending
upon who they are and who they support, which
is not in keeping with the spirit of the SMRR plat-
form as I understand it.”

Himmelrich said she had a similar experience.
“I made on call early on to Linda,” she said. “

… (Steering Committee member) Michael Tarbot
told me after that not to call anybody, it was mak-
ing people uncomfortable. I did not. Then Bruria
reached out to me.”

They met at Izzy’s, she said, and ultimately
spoke for 8 or 9 hours.

“She sought me out and I was responsive,”
Himmelrich said.

Himmelrich said Zane was not the reason that
she got the call from Finkel.

“I think a lot of it had to do with the fact that
Kevin and Jenn wanted me with them,”
Himmelrich said. “Everybody knew that so, you
know, they want to have a team.”

SMRR co-Chair Patricia Hoffman, who’s been
an advocate of Himmelrich and Kennedy, said

that regardless of what candidates were told, they
all lobbied anyway.

“There may be some people who heard that
message and there may be some people who were
told that message but there was no (major) candi-
date for whom we were not lobbied,” she said.

When asked whether Zane, as a Steering
Committee member, had unfair access, Hoffman
responded:

“He’s not a member of the committee as it’s cur-
rently composed.We’re not the Executive Committee;
we meet as the Campaign Committee only.

I would say there are at least a couple hundred
people who know all the members of the
Campaign Committee well.”

Ultimately, Hoffman claims, everything Zane
did was fair.

“He was pushing Sue,” she said, “but since Sue
wasn’t an endorsed candidate and is not an elect-
ed official, we can talk to her before she became
our candidate. It’s a distinction that most people
don’t care about. They say, ‘Oh Denny talked to
you.’ Yes Denny talked to me. He hasn’t talked to
me since except when we see each other at
fundraisers and things. He’s called me a couple
times and said, ‘Oh, did you get this piece of cam-
paign mail?’ We talked about measures. That’s the
only thing we’ve talked about.”

Gruber said that his issues with the process run
deeper than Zane’s lobbying.

“Namely the whole idea that a deal could be
made to endorse Sue, while disrespecting the will
of the membership convention where I was the
number two vote getter,” he said. “Why should a
seven member Steering Committee, one of whom
was Sue’s treasurer, be allowed to disregard so bla-
tantly the will of their members?”

Hoffman has said in the past that the views of
Himmelrich, Kennedy, and McKeown most
actively align with the SMRR platform.

The Daily Press reached out to McKinnon, the
number three vote-getter during the convention,
but did not hear back by press time.

CAMPAIGNING
The recusals are causing more than just con-

troversy. They’re making the campaign task hard-
er for SMRR.

Kennedy was, according to many, excellent at
writing SMRR’s campaign literature but she is
running her own race this year.

“She worked so well as an organizer and on
our ground campaign and yes we feel the loss of
her tremendously from the campaign work that
we’re doing,” Hoffman said.

Unite Here Local 11, a hospitality worker’s
union, has traditionally bolstered SMRR’s ground
game, sending its members door-to-door. But Unite
Here’s support of Gruber and McKeown for coun-
cil means they only share one similar candidate.

With co-Chair Tahvildaran-Jesswein running
for Ed Board, Hoffman is alone at the helm.

“Well, it’s been a little harder than usual to try
to get our work done,” she said. “I think we’re OK.
I think we’ve made our point. We’ve chosen the
best candidates and we’re moving on.”

In August, when the only non-SMRR-
endorsed councilmember, Bob Holbrook,
announced he would not seek reelection, it
seemed like a chance for SMRR to capitalize. Now,
days before the election, there’s no guarantee that
the SMRR candidates will sweep.

“It always feels like that,” Hoffman said. “This
election, I think, is tougher than almost all of
them. It’s not because the field is larger. We’ve
been running around 14 candidates for years.
There are quite a few serious candidates this time.
I keep getting back to the fact that our candidates
are the best candidates to move the city forward in
the direction that I believe the people want to go
in. Our candidates will prevail if that’s the case.”

dave@smdp.com

SMRR confident, challenged in last week
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WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

BY FRANCESCA BILLINGTON
Special to the Daily Press

Editor’s note: Dunkin’ Donuts opened in Santa Monica
in September to block-long lines, which have since
died down.

DOWNTOWN, PUBLISHED AUGUST 1 The
competition is brewing.

East Coast cult classic Dunkin' Donuts is
moving to12th Street and Wilshire
Boulevard with hopes of opening by early
September. But only one block east sits
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts, one block south
lies a Starbucks and a few minutes away is
the local donut shop, DK's Donuts. Each
sells coffee and pastries. Can so many shops
share this one-mile radius of Santa Monica?

Southern California resident Alen Murat
visits this Krispy Kreme store each time he
commutes to Santa Monica for his job. He
speculates that with Dunkin' Donuts open-
ing a block away, Kripsy Kreme will lose
some of its current business. Murat is a ded-
icated Krispy Kreme customer, but said that
he would venture to Dunkin' Donuts for a
change.

Founded in 1937, Krispy Kreme has 853
stores and their trademarked “Krispy Kreme
hot original glazed doughnut” can be found
in 24 countries. The Santa Monica location
has a Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf inside the
shop, offering Coffee Bean signature drinks.

For East Coast native Michael Panarello,
Krispy Kreme is better known and serves
fresher doughnuts. He said Dunkin' Donuts
will attract customers with the coffee.

"Their coffee is the best coffee in the world,"
Panarello said. "Dunkin' Donuts will be a gold
mine - I've met a lot of East Coast people out
here. First starting off might be tough for
them, but overall they'll do really well."

Although Dunkin' Donuts will receive a
lot of business, Panarello said, it won't one-
up Krispy Kreme in Santa Monica any time
soon.

On the coffee front, Dunkin' Donuts is in
direct competition with Starbucks. With
more than 20,000 stores, Starbucks covers
more ground than the approximated 10,000
Dunkin' Donuts locations. This year alone,
two new Starbucks locations are expected in
the city, bringing the total close to 20.

For Santa Monica College student Bita
Tahmasbi, fresh doughnuts at low prices will
attract customers to Dunkin' Donuts. Still,
Tahmasbi believes that dedicated Starbucks
customers won't part with the coffee shop's
work friendly vibe and high-quality coffee.

Dunkin' Donuts, however, is confident
that new Santa Monica customers will be
interested in what the store has to offer,
Dunkin' Donuts spokesperson Justin Drake
said. He said the new location would add a
little taste of home for East Coast natives.

“There's already strong brand awareness
here on the West Coast and we're very excit-
ed about the prospect of keeping
Californians running as we expand our pres-

ence throughout the state,” Drake said. “We
think our East Coast roots will only add to
the overall appeal and we'll be well received
by Angelenos and former East Coasters
alike.”

The company offers different products
that exceed typical donut or coffee shop
menus, said Drake. He said that from better-
for-you options to a large list of beverage
and sandwich choices, Dunkin' Donuts
prides itself in fast service at a great value.

“We've proven that we can compete
against the competition in both new and
existing markets across the country,” Drake
said. “Dunkin' Donuts has a strong, dedicat-
ed consumer base that we only hope to grow
with our expansion into California.”

Just as Dunkin' Donuts has a big follow-
ing back East, DK's Donuts, a local family
run business opened in 1981, has created a
strong Santa Monica presence.

“We have a very big following of locals
and regulars who have been coming here
since we've been open, and I feel that
[Dunkin' Donuts] will do a little bit of dam-
age to us, but we hope that our regulars will
continue to [be loyal],” DK's co-founder
Mayly Tao said.

What sets DK's apart from large, chain
businesses is DK's history as a Santa Monica
shop and dedication to creating specialty
donuts and pastries, she said.

“Dunkin' has a huge following and every-
thing, but our store has become so unique
because we have been putting hard work
[into] new products and know what people
like and what people are willing to try,” Tao
said.“That's the thing that makes us different.”

DK's new creations include a purple yam
doughnut introduced in January and a waf-
fle doughnut introduced this past spring.
The treats are popular among Santa Monica
residents and travelers who have asked DK's
to open shops in other locations, said Tao.
Although Tao anticipates a small setback in
business when Dunkin' Donuts arrives, she
is confident that DK's offers a special dough-
nut experience that other stores cannot pro-
vide.

“I feel like with all of those other larger
corporate companies, they're very cookie
cutter and we're very different from that,”
Tao said. “You can't really find the quality
and the care that we have in our products.
We are catering to our people as if they are
our own family.”

Dunkin’ Donuts will open stores in Santa
Monica, Downey, Long Beach, Whittier and
Modesto in 2014 and expects to open anoth-
er 54 locations in the coming years.

The Santa Monica shop will be operated
by Gary Haar and his business partner Steve
Silverstein.

Neither eager East Coast Dunkin' Donuts
fans nor devoted Starbucks Westsiders can
predict which Santa Monica shop will make
the ultimate slam dunk.

editor@smdp.com

Donut shops prepare to fight
for the hole of Santa Monica

change your water... extend your life

Drink Beyond o2 
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BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: The Planning Commission is still debat-
ing the draft of the new Zoning Ordinance, which will
dictate land-uses throughout the city for years to
come. As it stands, two dispensaries would be allowed
in Santa Monica upon passage of the new code. City
Council will have the final say, likely later this year.

CITYWIDE, PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 17
While city officials debate medical marijua-
na dispensaries, delivery drivers are taking
pot to the doorsteps of Santa Monica resi-
dents.

In their recent recommendations against
allowing pot shops in the city by the sea,
both Police Chief Jacqueline Seabrooks and
city planners cited the easy access to medici-
nal marijuana provided by the delivery serv-
ices. Delivery services, they said, renders dis-
pensaries unnecessary.

A report by city planners references a
website, Weedmaps.com, which lists a dozen
marijuana delivery companies that serve
Santa Monicans.

The debate over the pot shops arose as
City Hall updates the zoning ordinance,
which regulates land uses across the city. The
Planning Commission supported the inclu-
sion of the shops, despite the recommenda-
tions from Seabrooks and planners. City
Council will have the last word when they
finalize the zoning ordinance later this year.

The Daily Press reached out to a majority
of the companies on Weedmaps, the website
referenced by City Hall. Several did not
respond. One claimed that they no longer
deliver. A few were willing to speak anony-
mously. The director of one delivery service,
The Secret Garden, spoke candidly but
would only give his first name.

The legality of marijuana delivery, as with
all marijuana-related issues, is tricky right
now. Pot is prohibited at the federal level. At
the state level, the delivery of medicinal mar-
ijuana is allowed under laws that are vague,
said attorney Michael Chernis, who repre-
sents dispensary owners. Under state law, the
services have to operate as nonprofits and
deliver only to members of the collective, he
said. They are also required to get business
licenses.

At the local level, Proposition D, which
Los Angeles voters passed last year, prohibits
the delivery of marijuana, according to the
L.A. City Clerk’s website.

Many of the delivery services referenced
by Weedmaps are likely operating illegally.

“Weedmaps is not exactly the authority
on what is and what is not legal,” Chernis
said.

Still, he said, the delivery services that are
properly run and operating as a nonprofit
can be legal,“meaning exempt from criminal
prosecution in the state of California.”

Delivery services in many jurisdictions
are neither specifically banned nor specifi-
cally allowed, Chernis said. Regulation, he
said, would help the patients and the deliv-
ery services feel more secure.

Seabrooks noted the lack of clarity on the
issue when she spoke at the Planning
Commission last week.

“We checked in the general area and
found as many as 15 of these services,” she

said. “I do understand that according to a
Los Angeles-based report, many of these
were not permitted. That’s a concern, which
speaks to the reason that the police depart-
ment is taking a position on this matter rel-
ative to any decisions that may be made to
the community.”

According to City Hall’s records, they
have not received any sales taxes from or
granted business licenses to delivery servic-
es.

That doesn’t mean sales aren’t being
made.

Mik, the director of The Secret Garden,
estimated that they make 20 to 30 deliveries
to the city by the sea every day. Most of the
business is from regulars, he said, of which
there are 300 to 400 in Santa Monica.

“These are people in the Santa Monica
area who are well-to-do,” Mik said.“They are
doctors. They are lawyers. They don’t want
to be seen near any dispensary and we are
very discrete.”

For this reason, he said, if Santa Monica
opens dispensaries he doesn’t believe it will
hurt his business.

Mik, who is also the director of a brick
and mortar dispensary in the Mid-City area
of Los Angeles, says that delivery services are
less profitable but safer.

“We’ve been approached by so many dif-
ferent gangs wanting to tax us, saying, ‘this is
our turf and you have to pay us,’” he said.
“But we never have that happen with deliv-
ery.”

Advocates for dispensaries in the city
have stated the opposite. They say that
allowing strangers into your home with
unknown amounts of cash and marijuana
can be dangerous for both parties.

“That’s a little thin if you ask me, bro,”
said the operator of another dispensary that
makes five to 10 deliveries in the city every
day. “We all get delivery of all different kinds
of things throughout the day; parcel delivery
and such.”

Delivery is strong in Santa Monica pre-
cisely because there are no dispensaries, he
said.

“The further the dispensaries are away,
the busier delivery services are going to be,”
he said. “We’ve got dispensaries on our east
border and on our south border so people
will hop down to Venice or hop over to
Brentwood.”

He, and other dispensary operators,
described pre-screening clients using Google
searches to make sure they aren’t felons.

“But we serve Santa Monica,” he said. “It’s
a nice neighborhood, man.”

In Santa Monica, he said, drivers have
been pulled over by the police and let go.
He’s heard of other drivers getting arrested
but released on the first court hearing.

The Daily Press reached out the Santa
Monica Police Department last week with
questions about their policy on marijuana
delivery services but did not hear back by
press time.

“Obviously, for some of the patients it’s
recreational,” Mik said. “For some of them
they really need it. But this is not the age
where they have to be in the dark corners
getting it. That’s why we’re here.”

dave@smdp.com

Medical pot delivery thrives in
dispensary-free Santa Monica
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BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM PIER,  PUBLISHED JULY 4 You round
the bend on the Pacific Coast Highway,
watch the Pacific Wheel dancing in the sun-
set, and see a lightshow.

Dana Wyatt hears music.
Wyatt, director of Operations at Pacific

Park on the Santa Monica Pier, programs
each frame of each light show like an anima-
tor drawing a cartoon. Each show is created
to the beat of a song that the public will
never actually hear alongside it.

On a desktop computer in a windowless
room that abuts the Pacific Ocean he’s revis-
ing the Fourth of July show. Sporting a
horseshoe mustache, his eyes are locked on a
swirling vortex: The digital projection of the
wheel. Accompanying it on the screen is a
large grid of squares — each representing
one light — which Wyatt can mentally
translate like the green binary code in “The
Matrix.” You see a game of Minesweeper or
checkers but he sees fireworks, a heart, or
swirls.

“The correlation now is like musical
notes on a piece of paper,” he said. “It trans-
lates for me.”

Playing on his stereo is “Giorgio By
Moroder” by Daft Punk. He calls it his “click
track.” As the song transitions, so do the
scenes.

Light patterns repeatedly align perfectly
with certain notes. Viewed with the music,
it’s completely hypnotizing.

When the show is unveiled — sometime
around July 4 — the public won’t hear the
music; it exists for Wyatt’s programming
purposes only.

Wyatt says he limits himself to about half
an hour of computer work at a time. When
he stops, he sees the lights in his head.

“OK, we’ll start with something that
looks like fireworks,” he says, “roll out the
red, white, and blue. Spin it up. Get a little
quirky with it. Do a little yin-yang. Do ‘the
jiggle.’”

The jiggle, the yin-yang — Wyatt had to
create these sequences individually.

There is no “Holy Grail,” as Wyatt calls it,
that would allow him to download pre-
packaged frames or sequences. He’s looked.

He can save frames and sequences that
he’s already created, so the work gets easier
over the years, but he started without a pal-
let.

His first show took about 60 man-hours,
he estimates. The Fourth of July show will
take him about four hours.

He heard the Daft Punk song about six
months ago and was drawn to its intensity
and its transitions. Often he programs the
shows to sync with Pink Floyd.

“A Pink Floyd concert is very visual,” he
said. “The visuals and the music: I’ve never
indulged but there’s a lot of narcotics
involved. I don’t use any artificial stimula-
tion, just the music itself. So for different
events, it’s different genres of music.”

His Valentine’s Day show, with its
swirling hearts, is far and away the most
popular. He’s proud of it but it’s simple.
Wyatt describes it like a bandleader who’s
sick of playing his hit.

And what music is the Valentine’s Day
show aligned with?

“Pink Floyd,” he says.
“‘Wish You Were Here?’” suggests

Cameron Andrews, a spokesperson for the
park.

“‘Comfortably Numb,’” responds Wyatt,
laughing heartily. “I’m sorry.”

Tasked with overseeing ride maintenance,
ticketing, security and much more, “Ferris
wheel lightshow composer” wasn’t added to
the job description until 2008, when Pacific
Park replaced its salt air-weathered wheel.

Instead of 20 spokes, Wyatt pushed for
40, realizing that it would up the resolution.
Today the solar-powered wheel has 160,000
LED lights capable of seven colors. Rim
lights circle the perimeter. White lights make
the colored lights pop.

UCLA computer science professors
couldn’t figure out a way to easily populate
the light shows. There’s no one else in the
Ferris wheel world who can do what he does.
Other Ferris wheel guys call him with ques-
tions. He’s the industry leader.

Wyatt’s family and friends are impressed.
When the wheel was featured prominently
in a Brad Paisley music video, he got e-mails
from dozens of buddies in the amusement
park industry. His granddaughter, who he
called his “best friend in the world,” some-
times sees the wheel in the background on
news broadcasts and requests that he make it
more pink.

But Wyatt is his own biggest critic.
“I did not like that transition,” he says,

toward the end of his draft of the Fourth of
July show. “It was too blunt. It was too
abrupt. It was ‘boom,’ right to a whole differ-
ent image up there. It’s not smooth. I’ll go
back in there later and fix it up.”

When he’s programming at night, he’ll
walk out to the pier with the song of choice
playing on his Blackberry to see how every-
thing is lining up. There’s a live-streaming
camera fixed on the wheel for Pacific Park’s
website, but the colors are a little off, Wyatt
said. He set up his own.

In order to change the program, someone
has to actually climb up into the center of
the Ferris wheel and manually change flash
drives.

Wyatt’s been less inspired of late. The
Fourth of July show got the juices flowing
again, he said, but it’s a lot of work.

Perhaps this is because he doesn’t have an
artistic background. He doesn’t seem to con-
sider himself an artist. In the business world,
he said, passion is often confused with com-
petence. He’s not interested in creating a
light show that reflects the depths of his
soul. In his mind, it seems, there’s the perfect
light show and then there are all the other
light shows.

The challenges are more appealing to
Wyatt than the creativity, and there are plen-
ty of challenges. He doesn’t think he’s
scratched the surface of what the Pacific
Wheel’s lights are capable of.

“Every time I sit down and do an intense
project I pick up something new,” he said. “A
different little nuance — something I didn’t
know.”

dave@smdp.com

Ferris wheel Mozart
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The Oklevueha Native American Church, a 501c(3) is seeking donations  of anything

of value- Cash, Vehicles, boats, RV’s or property to benefit the people of Indian

Reservations.  Know someone with cancer or epilepsy? The Native American Church

has unique access to a plant medicine (CBD) reported on by CNN’s Chief Medical

Correspondent, and we’re seeking the capital resources to make it available TO ALL.
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policies together under 
our State Farm® roof.
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Letter: The airport can save us from aliens
PUBLISHED OCTOBER 22

Editor:
Recently Santa Monica has become a battlefield of political opinions regarding the

Santa Monica Airport (SMO). Supporters of the airport claim that it is key to our cities
safety in the event of an emergency, while proponents of the airport’s closure argue that
flying supplies into the airport isn’t even the best way to save the city in the event of a
disaster. People who want to close SMO have clearly not considered the benefits of hav-
ing an airport in the event of an alien invasion! In the movie Battle Los Angeles SMO is
a key part of the military’s response to aliens who happen to start their invasion in down-
town Santa Monica. In the film the armed forces setup a fully functional Forward
Operating Base at the Santa Monica airport as the extraterrestrial beings appear out of
the Pacific Ocean and start to attack downtown Santa Monica. Although after about an
hour through the film we find out the Forward Operating Base at SMO has been aban-
doned, the base provided the soldier fighting on the ground with some backup. Battle LA
was released several years ago, but the airport would be more helpful today because the
Military could land bigger jets on the runway. In addition to the benefits of the airport in
the alien invasion by closing the airport we would completely ruin the chances of Santa
Monica being featured in the unlikely second installment of Battle LA. Anyone who is not
an alien can clearly see the logic in all this.

Peter C Smith
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

IN MEMORY OF DANIEL ARCHULETA
File photo 

Daniel Archuleta, a longtime member of the Santa Monica Daily Press team and fixture in the
Santa Monica community, died on July 16 of 2014. Daniel was passionate about his role as a
photographer and expressed particular pride with the above shot of a water lily floating in the
fountain at City Hall.

office (310) 458-7737

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913
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JAN 7-FEB 1
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Hershey Felder
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A NEW MUSICAL PLAY ABOUT
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14/15 SEASON

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Get your tickets today!

thebroadstage.com  |  310.434.3200

Support made possible
in part by a generous
contribution from
Linda & Michael Keston.

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: In September, City Council elected to
negotiate solely with Jeff Worthe’s group for poten-
tial development of the area.

BERGAMOT STATION, PUBLISHED MAY 7
Residents got loud during a community
meeting about the proposed development of
Bergamot Station, currently the largest art
complex in Southern California.

City Council heard proposals from three
developers in February but opted to delay
selection until the community and the
artists got a chance to weigh in.

All the proposals include the addition of
creative office space and a hotel. Each pro-
posed hotels is at least six stories tall. Each
project includes at least 40,000 square feet of
office space.

The meeting, which took place in one of
the Bergamot Station buildings on Tuesday
night, was meant to introduce the public to
the developers.

More than a hundred residents showed
up, arriving early, filling the space, mingling
over City Hall-provided cookies. A small dog
yipped. A couple kids wandered through the
crowd. Anybody who’s anybody in the land-
use wonk world was there.

The developers — REthink/KOR,
Bergamot Station Ltd/Worth Real Estate,
and the City Hall-recommended 26Street
TOD Partners — each gave 15-minute
pitches, ending with crowd applause.

After the developers spoke, William
Turner, the spokesperson for his fellow
gallery owners, took the stage explaining
that Bergamot Station is unique because
unlike other areas cleaned up by arts
movements, like New York City’s SoHo,
the artists have not yet been forced by ris-
ing rents to move out of the area they
made popular.

Turner then filibustered on the topic of
parking, particularly on the lack of proposed
parking and the impacts of building an
underground parking garage. Building a
subterranean garage, which REthink and
Bergamot Station Ltd. propose, would dis-
place artists, Turner said.

Developers, he suggested, should be
allowed to build parking at the adjacent City
Yard. He asked them to move slowly so as
not to disrupt the fragile ecosystem of
Bergamot Station. Turner, amidst sturdy
applause, then ceded the mic to city officials
who, noting that the public still needed a
chance to ask questions, had surrounded
him on stage.

City officials then read questions that res-
idents had written down. There were quite a
few about the proposed hotel:

“Why a hotel?”
“What’s the need for a hotel?”
“Why a hotel and not artist lofts?”
“What are the overall sizes of the hotels?”
Jason Harris, economic development

manager for City Hall, prefaced the develop-
er’s responses by explaining that they each
proposed hotels because City Hall requested
a hotel.

“Why?” one resident yelled. The crowd
flared up with a chorus of “Why?”

“So the whole audience wants to know
why the city was requesting a hotel,” Harris
said.

Peter James, a senior planner for City
Hall, stepped in explaining that the
Bergamot Area Plan, which defines goals

for land-uses in the area, was created
over a three-year process and adopted
last year with unanimous council sup-
port. During that time, city planners
spent a year working on the Bergamot
arts center.

“Through that process — three large
workshops, four focus groups, individual
stakeholder interviews with each and every
Bergamot tenant — the concept of a hotel,
additional retail, open space, things that
would not compete with the art uses, but
would complement them, came out of that
process,” James said.

James and the developers noted that the
hotel would also generate revenue for City
Hall allowing them to subsidize some of the
arts uses.

From the audience Robert Berman,
another gallery owner, asked Harris and the
developers directly why a parking structure
couldn’t be built on the City Yard immedi-
ately.

City officials have noted that a parking
structure could be built there in the future,
but that it would take some time.

“If you wait for it to come down the road,
Bergamot Station will not survive,” Berman
said.

After 10 seconds of applause Harris
responded: “I’m pretty sure the developers
will say that they will build the parking
structure.”

“Let’s hear them,” several audience mem-
bers shouted.

(All three said they would and were met
with applause.)

Susan Cline, assistant director of
Public Works, came to the front of the
room to explain why the construction of
the parking garage at the City Yard is not
a simple issue.

“It’s much more to us, in the community
of Santa Monica, than just a dump,” she said.
“It has all of the shop facilities: carpenters,
plumbers, and so forth that maintain the
facilities in the city of Santa Monica. Fleet
maintenance that maintains all the more
than 700 vehicles in the City’s fleet. It’s our
water resources department. So all of that
operates 24/7.”

City Hall will have to move several facili-
ties before they can get to the point where a
parking garage could begin to be built, she
said.

“We are moving forward but there is a
lot more to it than just clearing the area
to build the parking structures,” Cline
said.

This silenced the crowd until Recreation
and Parks Chair Phil Brock, from the front
row of the audience, suggested that if City
Hall closes part of the Santa Monica Airport
in 2015, as they say they might, that land
could house Public Works facilities.

The audience cheered as Brock threw the
microphone back into the hands of a city
official.

The next audience member brought up
what he considered an insufficient parking
situation at the proposed Hines develop-
ment project, which is located nearby. The
project was approved by council but will be
reconsidered and could go before voters
thanks to a large resident petition. The
crowd applauded before he could complete
his sentence.

Council will likely select one of the three
developers later this year.

dave@smdp.com

Residents get wild at
Bergamot Station meeting
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The problems with vinyl windows:
•  Even in our normal temperature 

changes low-end vinyl windows can 
warp and leak.  

• Vinyl is just plastic so vinyl windows 

can ruin the look of your whole home.

The solution is our Fibrex®

window material:
•  Fibrex is two times stronger than vinyl

and has the elegant look

and feel of a wood window

without the maintenance.

•  Fibrex is available in

nine beautiful colors
and we have eleven
gorgeous hardware
styles.

This special
ends January
11th
The people who 

want windows and 

patio doors later 

simply won’t get 
this deal!

Our mostenergy-efficientSmartSun™Glass comesstandard †

or

5 YEARS
NO INTEREST1

SAVE 20%
on windows, patio doors AND installation1

Yes, we are discounting ALL THREE!
 Offer expires January 11, 2015

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan.
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BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE, JANUARY 17 At 4:30 a.m. 20
years ago today a 6.7-magnitude earthquake
struck the Los Angeles region.

The most intense and most publicized
damage was out in the San Fernando Valley,
but Santa Monica was hit anomalously hard
given its distance from the epicenter.

The structure of the adjacent Santa
Monica Mountains focused the Northridge
earthquake’s seismic energy on the city by
the sea like a lens, said Dr. Thomas Jordan,
director of the Southern California
Earthquake Center at USC.

Santa Monica’s soft soil and older build-
ing stock may have contributed to the devas-
tation.

What’s clear is that the town was hit hard.
More than 1,600 housing units were

damaged costing $70 million, according to a
2004 report by the California Policy
Research Center. Both of the hospitals and
St. Monica’s Catholic Church required mas-
sive rebuilding efforts. The collapse of parts
of Interstate 10 made Santa Monica hard to
access for rescue workers and the press.

Residents, city officials, and public safety
workers had to fend for themselves for
hours. This is the story of the massive earth-
quake and its impact in their words.

IN THE BEGINNING

GREG SMILEY, Santa Monica Police
Department officer. He was in his first year
on the job. Today he’s a sergeant. My partner
and I had just gotten off our shift. Just as we
walked out the front doors of the station, the
earthquake hit. Both of us ran across the
parking lot to get away from that old build-
ing. We both put our hands on the hood of
one of the police cars and it was bouncing so
hard that I thought it was going to come off
the ground. Then — and this is what makes
me remember the earthquake so much — I
looked up in the sky and, pure coincidence,
there's this brilliant shooting star. And for a
brief moment I thought, “This is the end of
the world.”

CARINE CONWAY, neonatal intensive
care unit nurse at Saint John’s Health Center.
The power went out. All the windows shat-
tered. The monitors bolted to the walls tilted
and were hanging. There was plaster hang-
ing everywhere. Because of the dust, all of
the alarms went off. It was spooky. You were
in the complete dark and there was just dust
floating around. The wind was coming
through the windows.

ADAM GWARTZ, Santa Monica Police
Department dispatcher. He was 23 at the
time. I was in the basement of the old police
station. One of the dispatchers was on lunch
break and I was shooting the breeze with the
other. The pre-shock hit — and it was just a
little bump — but he just dove under the
desk to my left. And just as I was teasing him
the big one hit. So I jumped under there
with him and everything in com center, all
the filing cabinets and the ceiling tiles, it fell
all over the floor.

WENDELL SHIRLEY, Santa Monica
Police Department officer. He graduated
from the police academy on Dec. 16, 1993
and was in his first month on the job. Today
he’s a captain. I was living in Northridge at
the time, directly across the street from the
one apartment complex that collapsed to
like a one-story. I have never been so scared

in my life. I'll admit it. All you can do is
scream because you had no idea what was
going on and when it was going to stop.
Words can't explain. The scariest part was
looking outside and anticipating the impact.
My apartment complex was just damaged
pretty bad. You could hear people talking
and just a real ruckus.

THE FIRST HOUR

GWARTZ: What's funny is that 911 did-
n't really start ringing right away. You would
think it would just blow up the phones but it
took a few minutes for that to happen. It was
a delay and then they all came at once. We
were just getting into it. We got radio. We got
911. We're trying to answer calls. And then I
remember looking at my screen and it was
like the “Twilight Zone.” All the computer
screens went black, to a dot. The radio went
out. Everything electrical went out.

JUDY ABDO, Santa Monica mayor.
Today she is the chair of the Santa Monica
Pier Corp. board. I was awakened by the
earthquake as everyone was and we had no
electricity for a while so it was kind of hard
to do anything.

CONWAY: We had five babies and we
took them to the emergency room down-
stairs. We disconnected all the tubing and we
left the unit. I myself carried twins in my
jacket like a kangaroo.

GWARTZ: We went to the command
post, which … was a converted 1970s motor
home that they had gotten from asset forfei-
ture. So it was some old clunky, stinky thing.
That’s how we were running the city: With a
board and a little hand mic that you’d have
in a police car.

SHIRLEY: I was a young rookie so I just
went in. You couldn’t make calls. I drove in
and showed up. They put me with a senior
officer. We went on patrol of the city and
Santa Monica was just a mess.

THE DAMAGE

DR. WALLY GHURABI, Head of the ER
at UCLA Medical Center Santa Monica, The
old nine-story building was severely dam-
aged. From the outside there were cracks big
enough that you could drive a truck through
them. We couldn't use it.

GWARTZ: One of our repeaters wasn’t
working so that morning I was assigned to
go fix it. It was at the top of the 100 Wilshire
Building, the tallest in Santa Monica. I got
there and the elevators weren’t working so I
had to climb up 21 flights of stairs. The
bluffs had given way at some point and had
covered PCH. From up there it didn't look
much different. There were plumes of smoke
here and there.

IRENE BRISTOL, nursing director of the
cardiac floor at Saint John’s Health Center.
Today she’s a member of the hospital’s foun-
dation. We had so many cracks everywhere.
Big cracks. You walked through my unit, the
heart floor, to another area in the hospital
and the terrazzo tile had come apart. We
were hopping over the tile to get to the unit.
We don’t have brick but we had cement. It
just cracked in half.

BARBARA BREITMAN Red Cross vol-
unteer and licensed therapist. I drove down
San Vicente and I remember a lot of apart-

ment buildings that were damaged and
cracked. The structures fell and the windows
were out. It was a scary feeling.

MARK BRIDGES, Santa Monica Fire
Department captain. He was 34. Today he’s a
battalion chief. We had to search the floors
of those collapsed apartment buildings on
San Vicente because they kind of pancake
collapsed.

SMILEY: You could have one street that
was no problem and the next street was
demolished. And our station at the time got
hit hard.

BRIDGES: At three of the fire stations,
the doors shifted a little bit and the guys had
to actually break the doors down to get out.
There were gas leaks causing fires.

ABDO: Around La Cienega the 10
[Freeway] fell. That was part of the reason
that the word wasn't out that Santa Monica
had a great deal of damage because the press
couldn't get here as easily.

LOSS OF LIFE

GHURABI: We lost electricity here in the
ER. One of the patrols cars, we opened the
ambulance doors, sliding doors, and let the
SMPD guy shine the light into the ER so we
could see what we were doing.

BRIDGES: I was supposed to go to Santa
Monica College with the Red Cross and set
up a causality treatment area. As I'm driving
in toward the college it reminded me of a
horror movie because I see people walking
around bleeding. Like blood coming down
their face, holding broken arms, and it was
just one of those surreal kind of things. You
could very well stop and put a Band-Aid on
somebody's head but someone else could be
bleeding to death somewhere else. It's hard
to prioritize.

BRISTOL: So many of our neighbors in
the Santa Monica area came to the north
lawn [of Saint John’s] with cuts and bruises
and just a variety of things. We set up a
M.A.S.H. tent for the walking wounded and
a lot of my friends were out there helping.

CONWAY: Postpartum nurses were giv-
ing pain shots in the hospital parking lot. It
was like a war zone.

GHURABI: Most of our common
injuries were from glass, cut feet, and things
falling and hitting them in the head or arm.
TVs that were not anchored.

SHIRLEY: It was chaos. I remember us
going to an apartment complex; that was my
first dead body call I'd gotten. The gentle-
man had passed away in his pickup truck,
apparently from a heart attack, underneath
the carport in his driver's seat, sitting up.

GHURABI: We had one death in the ER.
That was a guy who just got so scared from
the earthquake and went into cardiac arrest.
We saw maybe 250 patients that day. On a
really busy night we'll usually see 145. It was
probably the busiest day in my career as an
ER doc and I've been doing this for almost
35 years.

ACTION

GHURABI: We lost power. All the
patients that were on ventilators had to be

moved. Elevators don't work so we had to
carry them down from the fourth, sixth, sev-
enth, eighth floor down.

BRIDGES: One engine was dealing with
an apartment building that was fully
involved at Euclid and Idaho. It was starting
to catch other apartments on fire. The
engine there was asking for help and there
was no help. So they ended up having citi-
zens pull off hose and hold nozzles. I went
by there and it seemed like they had things
kind of under control so I'd just go on to the
next emergency.

GHURABI: All of the conference rooms
were not conference rooms anymore. They
were patient rooms. We cleaned all the con-
ference rooms and put beds in there.

BREITMAN: In the shelter at Santa
Monica High School there were mothers and
daughters and fathers and sons and people
whose buildings were red tagged and they
weren't allowed to go back. That was my first
experience with the Red Cross. It was proba-
bly the best thing I ever did.

ABDO: I went to City Hall in the morn-
ing and helped answer phone calls as they
came in. It was a holiday, Martin Luther
King’s birthday, and so nothing was normal.

GWARTZ: The range of calls was, “Hey,
did you know the magnitude of that?” to
people calling in with legitimate things.
Actual criminal activity was very low. People
were just in shock and your basic criminal
activities kind of ceased or became less of a
priority to people who were dealing with the
quake. People were doing pretty good.

BRIDGES: We saw a lot of citizens just
pitching in and doing stuff that they proba-
bly thought they could never do. Forming
bucket brigades and search and rescue
teams. Fortunately the water system stayed
intact so we were able to use fire hydrants. If
we weren't able to it would have been way
worse.

BREITMAN: There were easily 100 peo-
ple (at the Santa Monica High School audi-
torium) with cots and blankets. There were
restaurants in the Santa Monica area that
would come by and donate food. I would
just go around and talk to these people who
were traumatized. All they wanted to do was
talk. They didn't feel safe and they just want-
ed to go home.

BRIDGES: On the second floor of the
John Wayne Cancer Center they had a huge
laboratory. There were live cultures laying
on the floor and running down the stairs. We
put down some bags of absorbent sand to
try to contain it. Because there was so much
acetone and alcohol, the flammable limit
was really high. If that were the only emer-
gency we were dealing with we'd have had a
lot fire engines there. We'd have a lot of peo-
ple. We'd deal with it. There was nothing
available except us. So we just went around
breaking windows with flashlights to release
flammable gases.

GHURABI: Everyone was helping out.
We had brain surgeons cleaning wounds
asking, “What can we do for you, Wally?”

AFTERSHOCK

Remembering the quake

SEE QUAKE PAGE 12
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 62.3°
SATURDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft Ankle to knee
Very Small mid period swell from the west-northwest holding during the day. Light north-
east winds with a slight chop all day.

SUNDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft Ankle to knee
Trace mid period swell from the west-northwest holding during the day. Light and variable
north winds, Increasing later and switching to the west-northwest.

MONDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft Ankle to knee
Trace mid period swell from the south-southwest holding during the day. Light northwest
winds with a slight chop, Increasing later.

S U R F R E P O R T
GHURABI: During the aftershock there

were a lot of anxiety stays. Benzos all over
the place to calm people down.

BRISTOL: [Saint John’s was] open for
about a week before they yellow-tagged us
and said out.

ABDO: During that week, President
Clinton decided to come out to California to
look at what had happened and there was a
very large meeting that took place in an air-
port hangar in Burbank. The people who
were invited were elected officials only. It
was quite a feat driving to Burbank, trying to
figure out which roads were open. I raised
my hand to speak and they brought me a
microphone at this giant meeting and I
stood up and said that Santa Monica had a
great deal of damage, that I understood that
a bunch of people didn't really know that,
but my concern was that if the funding came
through the city of L.A. then it won't be
coming to Santa Monica and the other cities
in the region. I didn't know that it was on

live nationwide TV. But the people on the
dais knew that. From that point on the way
that the emergency funds would get to Santa
Monica, or to anybody, changed. And it
became a very different kind of program of
emergency response, which was really good
for us.

BRIDGES: Once I left home the morning
of the earthquake, I didn't go home for two
weeks after that.

GHURABI: I slept (at the hospital). I did-
n't go home for a couple days. That's really, I
think, the time we first started having a rela-
tionship with UCLA. The 1994 earthquake
took pretty much all our docs and the Saint
John’s docs and there was no room. Our
docs started taking patients over to
Westwood and it grew from there. The ‘94
earthquake brought us together. That's one
benefit!

BRIDGES: We have our own Hazmat
team now. We have our own search and res-
cue team. We're a lot better equipped to han-
dle emergencies. But still, like they say, it falls
back on the citizens. They could be on their
own for up to 72 hours.

QUAKE
FROM PAGE 11
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You sometimes charge full speed
ahead, only to stop a few minutes later to day-
dream about your ideas instead of acting on
them. People might not be able to get a read on
you.  Tonight: Follow-through counts.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Reach out to friends, and make
some plans to get involved in a fun, enjoyable
activity. Your biggest problem could surround
your home life, as a lot seems to be going on.
Tonight: Happiest close to home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You might want to make an effort to
visit with an older friend or loved one. You might
feel as if you have not spent enough time
together as of late. Remain easygoing, and share
some of the special moments of the holiday with
this person. Tonight: A must appearance.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Your mind seems to drift to those at a
distance. You might be able to see past the obvi-
ous when someone shares a very confusing story.
You could be in the mood to overindulge yourself
and others at the same time. Why not? Tonight:
Use your imagination when making plans.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ You happily will slow down to spend
some quality time with a friend. Freeing up
extra time allows for more spontaneity as well.
Oftentimes you see a side of someone that few
people are aware of. Enjoy this! Tonight: Say
"yes" to someone else's invitation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Your creativity emerges and allows
greater give-and-take in a situation that could
involve someone who seems to be a little
uptight. If you remain patient and relaxed, you
will be able to get to the root of the problem.
Don't allow anyone to distract you. Tonight: All
smiles.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Your creativity seems endless, and it
will give you a better sense of direction than
you've had in the past. You'll be able to tap into
some of your ingenuity in order to find practi-
cal solutions. Tonight: Call it an early night.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You might feel better and more
upbeat than you have in years. A child, friend
or loved one will draw out the playfulness in
you that people probably have not witnessed in
a long time.  Tonight: Just enjoy the moment.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Tension builds, and you might feel as if
you have no control. You actually do, but you
must recognize that other parties are involved
and you have little control over them. By
accepting what works best for the majority,
you will greet success. Tonight: Let the good
times roll.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ You could be more in touch with your
feelings than you have been in a while. A con-
versation with a friend will help you feel revital-
ized. Make an effort to have an important con-
versation with someone you care about enor-
mously. Tonight: Just ask questions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ You might be in the mood to return some
items or do some more shopping. In any case,
grab some time for yourself, as you have very
few quiet moments ahead of you in the near
future. Others will seek you out; they want your
company. Tonight: Bask in your popularity.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You'll be able to understand some of
the pressure that others feel. You also could be
overwhelmed by a responsibility that suddenly
is dropped on you. Seize the moment. Enjoy
hanging out with your friends. Tonight: Play it
easy.

This year you are in sync with your energy and will make excel-
lent choices. You'll note a tendency to become more in touch
with your intuition. For instance, you could sense who is calling
when the phone rings. This ability will evolve and serve you
well over the next few years. Do not hesitate to take moderate risks. If you are single, you will know when
you meet Mr. or Ms. Right, which will likely be the second half of this year. If you are attached, you really
enjoy your significant other. You will prefer to socialize less and be with him or her more instead. PISCES
can be very emotional.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

Weekend Edition, December 27-28, 2014

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave CoverlyCALL IT AN EARLY NIGHT, LIBRA

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES above!
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■ Creative: Eric Opitz, 45, who was
indicted on 13 counts of fraud in
Philadelphia in October, had
explained that the reason he need-
ed human growth hormone (that he
would resell) despite being 6-foot-3,
450 pounds, was that he was really
a dwarf and feared he would recede
if he stopped the medication.
■ Although elephants, rhesus mon-
keys, cobras, cows and water buffa-
los are regarded as sacred by many
of India's Hindus, the animals most
certainly do not live idyllic lives,
according to a November BBC News
dispatch. As "growing populations
are swallowing up habitat," the
divine symbols are forced to the
cities, where they must dodge traf-
fic, forage garbage for food, and
endanger themselves encountering
people less certain of their holiness
(such as in the November report of
the cobra harassing customers at an
ATM in Delhi). As representatives of
Lord Ganesha, elephants live well
only during religious festivals, but
otherwise must navigate asphalt
and potholes that tear up their
hooves. In another November inci-
dent, some Hindu leaders protested
a drive to kill rats that had infested
the Maharaja Yeshwantrao hospital
in Indore -- because Ganesha was
depicted riding a mouse.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

1968– Apollo program:
Apollo 8 splashes

down in the Pacific Ocean, ending
the first orbital manned mission to
the Moon.

1978– Spain becomes a
democracy after 40

years of dictatorship.

1979– The Soviet Union
invades the Democratic

Republic of Afghanistan.

1983– Pope John Paul II vis-
its Mehmet Ali A¤ca in

Rebibbia's prison and personally
forgives him for the 1981 attack on
him in St. Peter's Square.

1985– Palestinian guerrillas
kill eighteen people

inside the airports of Rome, Italy,
and Vienna, Austria.

1989– The Romanian
Revolution concludes,

as the last minor street confronta-
tions and stray shootings abruptly
end in the country's capital,
Bucharest.

1996– Taliban forces retake
the strategic Bagram

Airfield which solidifies their
buffer zone around Kabul,
Afghanistan.

1997– Protestant paramili-
tary leader Billy Wright

is assassinated in Northern
Ireland, United Kingdom.

2001– China is granted per-
manent normal trade

relations with the United States.

2002– Two truck bombs
kill 72 and wound

200 at the pro-Moscow headquar-
ters of the Chechen government in
Grozny, Chechnya, Russia.

2004– Radiation from an
explosion on the

magnetar SGR 1806-20 reaches
Earth. It is the brightest extrasolar
event known to have been wit-
nessed on the planet.

TODAY IN HISTORY

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. 



WEEKEND EDITION, DECEMBER 27-28, 2014Visit us online at www.smdp.com 15

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $8.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 40¢ per word per day. Ad must run a 
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 2:30 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All 
private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified 
display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

Classifieds
$8.50 per day. Up to 15 words, 40 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment 

Help Wanted
 Immediate need for sharp, multi-
tasking administrative assistant for 
busy, busy Santa Monica Realtor. 
Must have extensive offi ce experience 
& skills. MicroSoft suite, internet etc. 
Must be self starter. Monday - Friday 
9am - 6pm reply to: smrealestateas-
sistant@gmail.com 

RUN YOUR
DBAs IN THE 
DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY
$55
PUBLISH YOUR ALREADY
FILED DBA AND FILE A

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com/dba

Call us
today!
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